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Dear Mr. au i : 

Thank youf.or your letter of lSarch 24th. the United Stat s 

Department of COIIIDerce 18 ov r t e patent d part_nr. Since World 

war 11. the patent department hal had • authority over patent app-

lic.tiona that relate to dtlcmal defence. What relate. to Rationel 

defence is, of COOl'. t • highly .ubjectlve _tter. Often the decision 

i ... de by one lone bur •• ucrat. S ppo.edly, tbe ia.uance of a .ecrecy 
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order 1. re.tricted to things relating to atomic: energy, nuclear inventiona 

aDd the Uke. What 1 kn in this area 18 only b.ar .. ,. I beve not 

Jre.earcba it out, but 1 beve been told that ., inventtona on high-preaaure 

equi~t aod the '7nth.ai' of diauond, are the ODly non-nuclear inventions 

that have ever been .ubJected to a .ecrec7 order by the depar ' at of 

caaa.rce ding peace-tt.e. 

1 hope tbb infor_U.OD will be useful to you. 

Sincerely, 

).l~-;: 1 fl-l'CL 
H. Tracy Ball 



HAROLD B. RUBIN, (;.P.A. 
IGI G Belvedere Blvd. 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 

H. Tracy Hall 
Distinguished Pr ofessor 
Chemistry Department 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 86402 

Dear Professor Hall , 

March 24, 1916 

I have read with interest the article enclosed with your l etter of 

March 19, 1916. 

I am somewhat puzzled by the action of the Commerce Department in 

placing secreey on your approach . I recognize that G. E. may have been 

a factor in this action, but I wonder whether you can tell me the 

official basis for the Commerce Department secrecy ban? 

Sincerely 

(IJ~ 
Harcild H. Rubin 


